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Please note that our COVID-19 Guidelines may change based on the current
situation in Burlington County and in our SMLS school community. We will

update our school families as needed.

What is SMLS doing to reduce the spread of germs in the school setting?
All staff members and students must wear a mask while indoors as per the

Governor’s Executive Order 251

Social distancing is followed including whenever students are walking in the

hallways, etc..

Student desks are placed at least 3 feet apart and desk barriers are being

used on student’s desks in all of the classrooms

All areas of the school are being sanitized and cleaned daily after school;

Doorknobs and other high contact surfaces are being disinfected multiple

times throughout the school day

Middle School Classrooms make sure students wipe down desks and chairs

whenever classes are switched

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the school and students are being

encouraged to wash hands regularly throughout the school day

What measures are being taken by SMLS to respond to parental concerns
about students having to wear masks?

Teachers at all grade levels are ensuring that students have a mask break of

about 10 minutes on every hour; Students must be seated at their desks

during the mask breaks

Teachers are encouraged to bring their classes outside for instruction

whenever they can and at least once a day weather permitting; Students can

either sit on beach towels or at picnic tables; Please note we are still waiting

on the delivery of the picnic tables



What should I do if I want my child to wear their masks at all times except
for when they are eating?

Simply reach out to your child’s teacher and express your wishes to them;

Please make sure you let the teacher know if you want your child to wear

their mask outdoors as well

Do students have to wear masks during gym class?
Students do not have to wear masks when gym class is being held outdoors

There will be times during indoor gym class when students do have to wear

masks

Students do not have to wear masks during indoor gym classes if they are

participating in high intensity physical activities in a well-ventilated location

and able to maintain a physical distance of six feet from all other individuals

How is SMLS handling lunch and snack time? Where are the students eating?
All students are eating snack at their desks in their classrooms unless the

teacher opts to take them outside for their snack

We are starting the school year with all grade levels eating lunch in their

classrooms; Students will eat lunch at their desks and will have to put their

mask on whenever they are up and moving around the classroom

Depending on the status of COVID-19 at SMLS our plan is to have 7th and

8th grade move to the lunch room (auditorium) for lunch some time in the

fall; Additional grade levels may then be moved to this location later in the

year

Are students sharing materials?
Teachers are avoiding students sharing materials as much as possible

Students are not allowed to share their personal materials with other

students

SMLS is encouraging hand hygiene practices between uses of shared items



Do students have to wear masks outdoors?
Executive Order 251 notes “In general students or staff do not need to

wear masks outdoors, including during outdoor physical education classes or

school sports. However, schools may encourage the use of masks during

outdoor activities that involve sustained close contact with other individuals

or during periods of high community transmission.”

When should I keep my child home from school?
Please keep your child home from school if they show two or more of the

following symptoms: fever, chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle aches),
headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or
runny nose
Please keep your child home from school if they show at least one of the

following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new
olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder
Please reach out to the school nurse to report your child absent and to seek

additional guidance as needed; If your child has COVID-19 then please alert

the school immediately

When would the nurse send my child home from school? What happens when a
child displays COVID-19 symptoms at school?

The nurse will send your child home from school if they show two or more

of the following symptoms: fever, chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle
aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
congestion, or runny nose
The nurse will send your child home from school if they show at least one of

the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing,
new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder
If your child displays the above symptoms at school you will be contacted by

the nurse and will have to pick up your child as soon as possible

Teachers know that if a child is exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms the child is

to be escorted by an adult to one of three isolation areas in the school; The

nurse will meet the student there and will examine the student; If the



student has to be sent home then the nurse will reach out to the parent and

direct them where to pick their child up; All three of the isolation areas are

located near an outside exit; Please note that the student who is ill is always

our top priority while we simultaneously ensure that we follow a protocol

that will reduce the spread of germs; Staff is always very respectful of a

student’s feelings

The isolation area will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized once the child is

picked up

If my child has COVID-19 symptoms or if they test positive for COVID-19,
what needs to occur in order for them to return to school?

Ill individuals with COVID-19 compatible symptoms who have not been

tested or individuals who tested positive for COVID-19 should stay home

until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset and at least 24 hours

have passed after resolution of fever without fever reducing medications

and improvement of symptoms

Persons who test positive for COVID-19, but who are asymptomatic should

stay home for 10 days beginning the day after the positive test result

Please Note: An alternate diagnosis (including a positive strep test or

influenza swab) without a negative COVID-19 test is not acceptable for

individuals who meet COVID-19 exclusion criteria to return to school earlier

than the time frames outlined in the above two bullets

What should I do if another family member in the household has tested
positive for COVID-19? Should my child stay home and quarantine?

If the community transmission level is HIGH (orange) exposed close

contacts should be excluded from school and quarantine at home for 14 days

beginning the day after exposure

If the community transmission level is MODERATE or LOW (yellow or

green) exposed close contacts should be excluded from school and

quarantine at home for 10 days beginning the day after exposure; Students

who are tested for COVID-19 on days 5-7 of quarantine and have a negative

test result can return to school after a 7 day quarantine period



What type of COVID-19 test will the school accept?
Rapid Tests for COVID-19 are not as reliable as the PCR COVID-19 test. As per

recommendations by the NJ Department of Health students who have COVID-19

symptoms must have a negative PCR test prior to returning to school. Home

Based Tests in which a specimen sample is sent to the lab is acceptable as long as it

is a PCR test.  Home-based tests which give rapid results are not acceptable.

What should I do if my child is fully vaccinated, has no symptoms, and is a
close contact of someone who tests positive for COVID-19?

Your child does not need to quarantine, be excluded from school, or be

tested following an exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed

COVID-19

You should still monitor your child for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days

following an exposure

If your child begins to experience symptoms they should isolate themselves

from others, be clinically evaluated for COVID-19 including SARS-CoV-2

testing, and inform their health-care provider of their vaccination status at

the time of presentation for care

What should I do if another family member in the household has COVID-19
symptoms? Should my child still come to school?

Unvaccinated students or staff members who have household members

experiencing COVID-19 symptoms and meet the COVID-19 exclusion criteria

should also be excluded from school; If the symptomatic household member

tests positive for COVID-19, the student or staff member will have to

quarantine

What will SMLS do if my child is a close contact to another student or a
staff member who tests positive for COVID-19?

● Parents/guardians of students who are considered a close contact of a

student with COVID-19 will be notified by the school either by phone or

email depending on the situation



● Students who are vaccinated will not have to quarantine unless they begin to

experience symptoms; If vaccinated students begin to experience symptoms

they should isolate themselves from others, be clinically evaluated for

COVID-19 including SARS-CoV-2 testing, and inform their health-care

provider of their vaccination status at the time of presentation for care

● Students who are unvaccinated will have to quarantine for 14 days (HIGH

level of transmission) or 10 days (LOW/MODERATE level of transmission)

● If the level of transmission is LOW/MODERATE and students are tested

for COVID-19 on days 5-7 of quarantine and have a negative test result they

can return to school after a 7 day quarantine period

Should students wear masks if we are carpooling with other SMLS families?
Please note that if two different households are carpooling together and the

students are in the car together for more than a few minutes, then they

should be wearing masks during the car ride; In the event that someone in

the car is diagnosed with COVID-19, wearing a mask will greatly reduce the

chance of transmission

What should I do if I believe my child needs to be medically exempt from
wearing a mask?

Parents/guardians of students who believe their child needs to be medically

exempt from wearing a mask should contact Mrs. Sobel at

msobel@smlschool.org or at 609-654-2546

Students who need a medical exemption must have the Trenton Diocese’s

“Request For Medical Exemption From Mandatory Mask Wearing As Per

Executive Order 251” form completed by your child’s physician; Your child’s

doctor must also attach a script to the form

Do SMLS staff members have to be vaccinated?
As per Executive Order 253, all preschool to 12th grade public, private,

parochial schools’ staff from administration to support staff both full and

part-time must be either vaccinated or tested weekly for COVID-19

mailto:msobel@smlschool.org


Staff must receive the vaccine by October 18th, 2021 and staff includes:

administrators, educators/teachers, educational support staff,

administrative assistants, volunteers, counselors, nurses, food service

personnel, custodial staff, and substitutes

A testing protocol will be implemented for staff members who are not fully

vaccinated

Please note any parent volunteers who come into the school on a regular

basis must be vaccinated

Do SMLS students who are 12 or older have to be vaccinated? Do students
need to bring in proof of being vaccinated for COVID-19?

No, any students who are 12 or older do not have to be vaccinated. Students

do not have to bring in a copy of their vaccination card if they are

vaccinated; however, it is recommended that parents do send a copy of their

child’s vaccination card to the school nurse. If students in a classroom are

exposed and we need to do contact tracing, knowing ahead of time who is

vaccinated will be very helpful.

What will SMLS do to address academics if my child has to stay home for an
extended period of time due to either having COVID-19 or having to
quarantine due to being a close contact?

Remote learning is not available for the 2021-2022 school year; however, we

do recognize that students may have to be absent for an extended period of

time if they are a close contact and have to quarantine

If students are at home and asymptomatic then they should:

1. Check google classroom daily and complete any assignments posted;

Middle School students should check  individual teachers’ google

classrooms for each class period at the beginning of the period

2. Attend Office Hours established by the teacher once a week; Middle

School Teachers may have one teacher represent all of the content

areas for the weekly office hours

3. Students and parents should communicate with the teacher(s) if

questions or concerns arise



If a student is actively sick then they should be at home resting similar to

when they have any illness

If a student is home quarantining and not actively sick then they should

follow the above guidelines concerning academic assignments; Students will

not be marked absent and will be allowed to bring their chromebook/iPad

home to use for school assignments; Students will be marked in Genesis as

“Present – Remote Instruction”, which is the best code in Genesis to use and

the diocese has directed us to use that one.

What will SMLS do to address academics if an entire cohort of students has
to quarantine at home due to an outbreak at school?

If an entire cohort of students is quarantined such as an entire homeroom

or grade level then a schedule of remote instruction including live streaming

will be sent to all impacted students/families

Students will not be marked absent and will be allowed to bring their

chromebook/iPad home to use for school assignments

Will I be notified if there is a case of COVID-19 at SMLS?
Yes, we will always notify families via School Messenger if either a staff

member or students tests positive for COVID-19.  Please note this notice

will be sent to all of the SMLS families so if you get a letter it does not

mean that your child was exposed. We will always notify you separately if

your child was exposed.

What do I have to do if our family is traveling out of state? Does my child
have to quarantine when we return home?

NJ’s travel advisory is no longer in effect for domestic travel; NJ does,

however, recommend that travelers follow the CDC guidelines for domestic

travel

Currently, the CDC recommends delaying travel until you are fully

vaccinated; According to the CDC, unvaccinated individuals who do travel

should get tested 1-3 days before their trip, 3-5 days after travel, and stay

home and self-quarantine for 7 days after domestic travel; For those

traveling to New Jersey, domestic travel is defined as lasting 24 hours or



longer to states or US territories other than those connected to New

Jersey, such as Pennsylvania, New York, and Delaware

SMLS will not require any quarantining or testing upon return from domestic

travel

What do I have to do if our family is traveling out of the country? Does my
child have to quarantine when we return home?

The CDC requires all air passengers arriving in the United States from a

foreign country to get tested for COVID-19 no more than 3 days before

their flight departs and to present the negative result or documentation of

having recovered from COVID-19 to the airline before boarding the flight.

SMLS will then require a copy of the negative test results prior to the

student returning to school

Will students have daily temperature checks each day when they arrive at
school?

In the event the COVID-19 transmission rate in the county goes into the

HIGH range then staff may take students’ temperatures each day upon

their arrival

If there is a COVID-19 outbreak at school then student temperatures will

be checked each day upon their arrival

Will SMLS allow parents and visitors into the school during the school day?
Parents and visitors will be allowed into the school on a limited basis and for

specific purposes such as attending a meeting on their child; Teachers and

staff members must clear parents/visitors coming into their classrooms with

the building principal

1-2 Room Parents will be allowed into the school to help with classroom

parties/holiday activities

1-2 parents per child may be allowed to attend special class events such as

the 1st Grade Nativity Pageant or the Jesse Tree Service; Each individual

event will be considered separately as it approaches



All decisions concerning parents and visitors coming into the school building

will be considered based upon the current transmission level of COVID-19

What is the protocol parents and visitors must follow in order to enter the
school?

All parents and visitors must wear a mask indoors at all times; Please note

the mask must cover the nose and mouth

Parents must enter through the main office entrance unless otherwise

directed ahead of time and must sign in

Depending upon the current transmission level, the temperature of parents

and visitors may be checked

Will SMLS school functions and after school activities occur during the
2021-2022 school year?

SMLS plans to have after school clubs and activities as well as sports as long

as the state rules and mandates allow them; Functions and activities may

look different and will be “COVID-19 Friendly”

Decisions to hold all extracurricular activities and school functions will

depend upon the current rate of transmission and other circumstances

specific to a situation

Can I still send in birthday treats for my child’s birthday?
Students are still welcome to bring in birthday treats to celebrate their

birthday as long as they follow any classroom guidelines specific to allergies

and they must be individually packaged/wrapped

Please make sure that you always check with your child’s classroom teacher

ahead of time before sending in a birthday treat

Consider sending in some type of nonedible treat such as birthday pencils



What does SMLS do if a situation arises and there is uncertainty concerning
how to address?

SMLS will seek guidance from the County Board of Health and/or the

Trenton Diocese if an unusual situation occurs that requires specific

guidance

Mrs. Sobel will consult with Reverend Daniel Swift when warranted


