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Introduction
 
Every school has its own story to tell. The context in which teaching and learning takes place influences the processes and procedures by
which the school makes decisions around curriculum, instruction, and assessment. The context also impacts the way a school stays faithful
to its vision. Many factors contribute to the overall narrative such as an identification of stakeholders, a description of stakeholder
engagement, the trends and issues affecting the school, and the kinds of programs and services that a school implements to support student
learning.
 
The purpose of the Executive Summary (ES) is to provide a school with an opportunity to describe in narrative form the strengths and
challenges it encounters. By doing so, the public and members of the school community will have a more complete picture of how the school
perceives itself and the process of self-reflection for continuous improvement. This summary is structured for the school to reflect on how it
provides teaching and learning on a day to day basis.
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Description of the School
 
 
 
Describe the school's size, community/communities, location, and changes it has experienced in the last three years. Include
demographic information about the students, staff, and community at large. What unique features and challenges are associated
with the community/communities the school serves? 
 
St. Mary of the Lakes School was founded in 1954 under the name of St. Joseph's School in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Newark,
who originally staffed the school.  In 1980, the name of the school was changed to its present name of St. Mary of the Lakes Catholic School.
The school currently has an enrollment of 402 students with 70% coming from St. Mary of the Lakes Parish in Medford, NJ and our sister
parish of Holy Eucharist in Tabernacle, NJ. The remaining 30% of the student population comes from the surrounding parishes and
communities. The cohesive nature of our school community provides St. Mary of the Lakes families with a close knit  community where
multiple generations of families have been educated.
 
St. Mary of the Lakes prides itself on providing a high quality educational experience within a challenging and secure environment.  In
addition to a rigorous academic environment, students are also able to participate in numerous extracurricular activities including Mission
Club, Mini Model Congress, Abrakadoodle Art Club, Mad Science,, Science Club, Drama Club, Science Fair, Spanish Club, and Academic
Competitions.  St. Mary of the Lakes School also has a vibrant athletic program that includes field hockey, coed soccer, boys and girls
basketball, girls lacrosse, and boys baseball.
 
A strong teaching staff helps each child grow academically, socially, and spiritually. Students are taught and mentored by 19 teachers in all
academic content areas, eight teachers in enrichment subjects, and five instructional assistants.  All teachers are NJ State certified with 20%
of the faculty holding advanced degrees. The school also has a certified guidance counselor and full time school nurse.
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School's Purpose
 
 
 
Provide the school's purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, values, and/or beliefs. Describe how the
school embodies its purpose through its program offerings and expectations for students. 
 
The purpose of St. Mary of the Lakes School  is to create an environment where the integration of faith and a life centered in Jesus Christ, is
possible through the teaching of Gospel values. This faith filled environment allows students to grow spiritually, academically, and
emotionally.  Our goal is to provide for the comprehensive development of the whole child and we believe that Catholic Schools provide the
best opportunity for children to achieve and reach their full potential in all areas. 
 
The Mission of St. Mary of the Lakes School is to provide a program, both academically challenging and spiritually enriching, that prepares
students for lives of leadership and service guided by Catholic values.
 
The vision of St. Mary of the Lakes School is to provide an academically superior education, based on sound educational research and best
practices while establishing an essential Catholic identity and presence in the community. St. Mary of the Lakes School strives to be
recognized for academic excellence and differentiated instruction that allows all students to develop opportunities for their success by
promoting critical thinking, teamwork, and ownership when completing challenging assignments. St. Mary of the Lakes School's commitment
is to provide for the growth and development of the whole child spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, physically, and socially.
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Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement
 
 
 
Describe the school's notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three years.  Additionally, describe areas for
improvement that the school is striving to achieve in the next three years. 
 
In each of the the last three school years, St. Mary of the Lakes School has received the Star Energy Award and we are one of only nine
schools in the state of New Jersey to receive this award. The school has increased student access to technology through the addition of
laptop carts and iPad carts accessible to all grades, and iPads in select classrooms.  Additionally, in two of the last three school years, one of
the two Merion Mercy Scholarship recipients for two incoming freshman students, has been a student from St. Mary of the Lakes School.
Each year our 8th grade graduates are consistently awarded in excess of $10,000.00 of scholarship monies from area private Catholic High
Schools.
 
In the next three years, St. Mary of the Lakes School will be striving to increase student achievement with writing across the curriculum using
informational text, improving student vocabulary use and reading comprehension, and increasing teacher use of technology in all
instructional areas. 
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Additional Information 
 
 
 
Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and community that were not prompted in the previous
sections. 
 
The St. Mary of the Lakes School community is proud of the accomplishments of our students.  During their educational experiences at St.
Mary of the Lakes School, our students learn the value of service to others, they are rigorously challenged academically, and they grow in

routinely support the academic environment through volunteering their time and expertise in our classrooms, they enthusiastically embrace
our students' service contributions through projects and fundraising, they lay the foundation for the development of their student's spiritually,
and they volunteer as athletic coaches, club advisors, room parents, guest speakers and educators, and partners in the education of their

generosity of our parents and parishioners allows us to establish a tuition assistance program to provide a high quality education for students
of families in need. 
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their faith and spirituality. St. Mary of the Lakes School enjoys the strong support and involvement of our parents in many areas. They

children. Our PTA, through parent fundraising, contributes $85,000.00+ annually to our school's operational budget. Finally, the


